
St. Joseph Board of Education Minutes
September 7, 2021

Present: Fr. Wilhelm, Michelle Clouse, Scott Hammond, Draper Lundquist, Julie Schlieve, Deb
Armstrong, James Haman, Chelsi Schroeder, and Rob Halle.

Not Present: Jolie Johnston

Call to Order: Draper called the meeting to order, and Fr Wilhelm lead the opening prayer.

Approval of Minutes: Chelsi made a motion to approve the June minutes.  James seconded the
motion, motion carried.

Visitors: Some of the teachers and many concerned parents/members of the parish and school
community, including health care provider.

Parents and teachers present expressed concerns for wearing masks.  It was stated that there is a need
for our school board to discuss, as this is a safety concern.  Parents and teachers need to defend and
protect their child/children to keep them healthy.  It was noted that one parent has a child with asthma
and getting covid would be very dangerous for that child.  They are looking for direction on what to do
as teachers when kids come with symptoms, and there is great anxiety as to what their responsibilities
are.  It was recommended by a parent who is also a medical professional, for the board to check with
Mayo or CDC, regarding the studies and trials about the vaccine and masks, stressing that the science is
good.   They are seeing the numbers of positives go up and expect the next couple months to be rough
as the pandemic worsens.  They would like to see the school require masks and keep germs to oneself
and that we should show our support and love for one another by wearing the masks.

Those in favor of no masks were also present and voiced their concerns in wanting to know what the
school’s plan is, and if we were going to mirror the public schools.  They would like masks optional and
would like everyone to be kind and respectful.  One parent also spoke of the negative aspects of mask
wearing, that they have seen in their child, such as depression, anxiety, and adjustment disorder.
Finding help for their child has been a challenge, as there is a shortage of professionals to treat the
increasing number of people that need help with mental health issues.  They would like to see if there
could be exemptions if masks are mandated.

Fr. Wilhelm addressed all in attendance, as their pastor, and expressed his support for the wisdom on
both sides.  He responded for the board that at this time, we have no directive.  We will need to be
strategic and gather information from the catholic diocese, bishop, CDC, etc.  We will encourage masks
but make them optional at this time.

Another concern of parents addressed to board was as to why 7th and 8th grade students are leaving our
school, and why that includes our Catholic teachers and school board members children.  Why are they
not sending their children to St Joseph School and why we are expanding our school if nobody is going
to stay and attend the school.  Fr. Wilhelm responded that he did call all 6th grade parents in trying to
recruit them to stay.  It was stressed by Fr. that the Chapel and Library are for all parishioners and
members of community, and not just the 7 and 8th graders. We would move forward with the
expansion even if we only had 6 kids, we would still proceed.  He encouraged all to pray for support and



strength of this project, as it will be a great investment no matter how few are in 7th and 8th grade.  On
an encouraging note, we have 20 kids coming from the public school to St Joseph because we are
offering 7th and 8th grade and we will continue to promote our school.

Approval of RE and School Bills: There were no Religious Ed bills and June School bills for June were
accepted as proposed.  Chelsi made a motion to approve, and James seconded the motion. Motion
carried.

Parish Council Report:  Fr. reported they are getting closer to a decision for the carpeting in the church
and working on the windows for the rectory as well.  The choir loft -discussion taking place on the
needs to maintain and update that will also be completed with all other repairs.  Painting will take place
in church starting in January 2022.  Funds raised during campaign were 3.5 million, which will cover
chapel and all other items in the main church.

Coordinators Report:

A. Religious Ed: None

B. School: Mrs. Clouse
None

C. Financial Report: Mrs. Clouse

Old Business:
Plans for chapel – Fr. Wilhelm met with Mr. Mike Dunn, local constructional engineer, and Earl Wilhelm,
property manager of the Diocese.  Mr. Dunn has agreed to take the job and can meet our budget of 2.5
million for the chapel/learning resource center.   Mr. Dunn was hired.

Gaming - meeting for the committee has been put on hold, need approval for gaming licenses and
permits with state with ND Gaming commission, expected in April or May of 2022.

Covid Updates – It was decided at this time to leave it up to the parents whether their child wears a
mask, until we get some direction.  Bishop, superintendent of catholic schools meeting on Thursday.
It was agreed that school will be proactive in keeping desks clean, putting desk guards up, continue to
sanitize with the fogging machine during school, and discontinue visitors to the school for mass.  Going
outside of the school for charity work, will also be halted for the students at this time.  Rob Halle
agreed to fog on Wednesday evening after Religious Ed classes.  A newsletter will go out to families
with information from public health and the steps being taken to keep the kids and staff safe.

New Business:   Raffle Planning – need to order ranger now due to shortage.  Discussed options and
different models.  It was decided to order UTV now.

COMMITTEE Reports
Building and Grounds – Scott, Draper, Rob, and James
Contracts & Evaluations - Fr. Wilhelm, Michelle, and Draper



Marketing & Public Relations: Draper, James, Chelsi and Jolie
Endowment:  Michelle, Draper, Scott, Jolie and Chelsi
Religious Education: Renae, Joni, Jolie and Julie
Curriculum: Fr. Wilhelm, Michelle, and Julie

Policies and procedures:  Michelle and Scott

Executive Session: None

Pastor’s Report: None

Adjournment: Draper adjourned the meeting.

The next regular meeting will be Monday, October 4, 2021 @ 7pm.

Submitted by:  Julie Schlieve for Secretary, Jolie Johnston


